


In response to your request, | can advise that in 2021, Customs engaged Charles Finny of
Saunders Unsworth to be the moderator at the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC)
Customs Business Dialogue, which was held on 18 June 2021, due to his extensive
international experience and expertise in international trade.

Customs has no records of engagement with the eight other firms listed in your request in
the period you have specified. As such, this part of your request is refused under section
18(e) of the Act, as the information does not exist or, despite reasonable efforts to locate it,
cannot be found.

| have set out advice below regarding Customs’ engagement with Saunders Unswoith in
relation to each of the four points in your request.

All communications, including emails and correspondence, exchanged with
representatives of these lobbying firms

In response to this part of the request, please find attached a document titled
‘Correspondence between Customs and Saunders Unsworth’, which contains eight email
communications and one letter between Customs’ representatives and representatives of
Saunders Unsworth in relation to the engagement of Mr Finny as a moderator of the APEC
Customs Business Dialogue.

You will note that Customs is withholding some of the infernmation in the document provided
as either it is outside of the scope of the request, or it is withheld under section 9(2)(a) of the
Act, where withholding the information is necessary to protect the privacy of natural persons.

Customs has considered the public interest arguments in favour of making this information
available, however, it is considered that these interests do not outweigh the necessity to
withhold the information.

The amount of money paid to each iirm in each year

In response to this part of the request, | can advise that in 2021 Customs paid Saunders
Unsworth a total of NZ$575.

The number of meetings, listed by date, between a member of your organisation and
any representative of tne lobbying firms listed

In response to this part of the request, | can advise that in 2021, Customs representatives
attended the following two meetings with representatives of Saunders Unsworth:

e APEC Customs Business Dialogue pre-brief on 15 June 2021 at the Majestic Centre
i Wellington

¢ APEC Customs Business Dialogue on 18 June 2021 at the Majestic Centre in
Wellington.

All reports, submissions, talking points, advice, memos, briefings, media training
materials, preparation material for select committees, crisis management advice,
strategic business advice and analysis, advice on regulatory and legislative decisions
and political intelligence including information, biographies and profiles of Ministers,
MPs and members of the public service that the listed lobbying firms have provided to
your organisation for the 2020, 2021 and 2022 years.
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The information contained in this email is intended for the addressees and is not necessarily the official
view or communication of the New Zealand Customs Service.

This email may contain information that is confidential or legally privileged. If you received this in error,
please:

a. Reply promptly to that effect, remove this email and any replies from your system.
b. Do not act on this email in any other way.




































